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31 May 1864

Holland, Michigan

Elder Wilterdink was chosen as chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church
in the absence of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. A major problem between some members was
again revisited. The Graafschap made a proposal that the pastor they would call could also serve
at the Pillar Church in some way. A committee was appointed to examine this proposal.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 211-212.
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Consistory Meeting of May 31, 1864
Absent: Brothers Vork, Naber, and te Roller.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Labots. Wilterdink was
chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 2 — W. ter Haar was present at the meeting, and he informed the brothers that
he felt compelled to come once more, because of the way the consistory had handled the
situation at the previous meeting. He objects to the admonition given him to forgive,
since he believes that no admonition to do so is appropriate until the woman, Mrs. van
Duren, first acknowledges her sin against him. He adds that the woman in question has
not been rescued by the decision of the consistory, because even now witnesses have
declared her to be guilty, but, in spite of this, she was allowed to go free and considers
herself to have gotten out of this situation quite well. The clerk, who was responsible for
the recommendation, reports on the grounds which led the consistory to chose the
pathway of admonition as the best way to solve this, in some aspects, dubious situation.
He added that, in any case, one should be inclined to forgive, even if our opponent does
not acknowledge guilt. That is particularly true in his case, since the woman denies guilt,
but also brings no accusation against him. She has done nothing that has injured him.
W. ter Haar did not seem to understand this explanation, and continued to assert that an
injustice had been done to him. Brother Labots, the chairman, and Brothers de Bruin and
Keppel used the same arguments to instruct and to add strength to their admonition, but
this also did not convince him (ter Haar). Wakker added that, in his judgment, he feared
that things were not right in the soul of ter Haar, and this accounted for his rejection of
the admonition of the consistory. His first concern seems to be that the woman (van
Duren) did not receive the treatment she deserved, and it would be better for him to
reflect on the relationship between the Lord and his soul. Ter Haar then affirmed that it
was possible that he was in error, but it was still his understanding that the woman should
first make a confession.
A few additional brothers entered the fray, expressing somewhat different views than
those expressed by other consistory members. At this point, the clerk expressed his
protest.
The president, after first leading in prayer, decided the matter closed, and ter Haar left the
meeting.
ARTICLE 3 — Mrs. Polk entered the meeting, requesting help in building a home for
herself. This was referred to the deacons.
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ARTICLE 4 — The request of the brothers from Graafschaap (see previous minutes) was
discussed. It was decided to meet with these brothers to see whether an agreement can be
made, in which the preacher extended a call by them could also serve our church, if we
appropriately involve ourselves in the expenses of the parsonage or in the payment of the
salary. In this way, our congregation could experience some benefit, especially in the
pastoral work. This is all with the understanding that their pastor is actually desired by
Holland. If both consistories can come to an agreement, then a congregational meeting
should be held. It was further decided to discuss this matter with our pastor, and if he
approves of this arrangement, to call for a meeting on June 6 of our pastor and consistory,
and to invite the consistory of Graafschaap to the meeting. The committee appointed was
Keppel, Wakker, and Broek.
ARTICLE 5 — The clerk requests that the funds still remaining in the church treasury be
loaned to the treasurer of the Holland Academy for temporary use, in order to settle the
absolutely necessary debts of the institute. This proposal received no second, and was
not discussed.
ARTICLE 6 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of June 6, 1864
Absent: Brothers Kamper, de Bruin, Naber, Vork, and Oonk.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte, as
president.
ARTICLE 2 - The brothers of the GraafschaappOnsistory were present, and their
previous request for assistance in the building 6f a parsonage in case they receive a pastor
was discussed.
Rev. van Raalte presented certain viewpo'ints about the necessity of additional labors in
our large congregation, indicating that/there is enough work for two pastors, and in the
Rev.'s opinion, it would be profitablejto split this church into two congregations. He did
not believe it advisable to establish /binding connection with the neighboring
congregation of Graafschaap, but, i4 case they called a pastor,

